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BOR  0 U G H OF  B RIDG  N ORTH 


Colle  ge  House  , 
Bridgnor th. 

November,  1957* 


To  the  Mayor  , Aldermen  & Councillors  of  Bridgnorth  Corporation. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  & Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1956. 

Drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  as  specified  in  Circular  19/56,  it  deals  with  matters 
related  to  the  health  of  the  community,  and  the  problems  connected 
with  these,  which  concerned  your  Public  Health  and  Housing 
Committees  throughout  the  year. 

A few  brief  comments , summarising  the  main  points  from  the 
various  sections  of  the  Report,  may  be  made  at  this  stage. 

The  health  of  the  Borough,  as  judged  by  the  Vital  Statistics 
for  the  year,  and  their  trend  over  the  preceding  few  years 
remains  satisfactory  . 

The  low  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  of  9*7  per  1,000  live  births 
deserves  special  mention,  there  having  been  only  1 infant  death 
during  1956.  This  rate  is  traditionally  regarded  as  being  the 
most  significant  single  index  of  the  healthiness  of  an  area,  and 
since  1952  (when  there  were  no  infant  deaths) , there  has  been  a 
satisfactory  downward  trend  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  for 
the  Borough.  (28.6  in  1953;  23.4  in  195^;  17»2  in  1955  and, 9. 7 
in  1956) . 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  , other  than 
measles,  was  very  low  in  1956.  Measles  was  prevalent  among  the 
children  in  the  town  during  the  last  4-5  months  of  the  year, 
and  accounted  for  I89  of  the  notifications  received. 

Progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
three  sewerage  schemes  on  hand.  Work  on  the  main  scheme  for  the 
Borough  was  finally  completed,  and  it  was  in  full  action  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year,  and  the  schemes  for  Quatford  and  Oldbury 
were  submitted  for  approval  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  Problems  connected  with  the  drainage  of  the  sludge 
teds  at  the  Stanley  Lane  disposal  works  later  caused  much  concern 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee,  and  further  action  on  the  Oldbury 
scheme  was  deferred  for  financial  reasons,  owing  to  unforeseen 
difficulties  which  came  to  light  after  its  submission  for 
approval . 

Forty  Council  houses  were  completed  on  the  Grove  site  during 
the  year,  and  tenders  for  the  construction  of  a further  46  houses, 
which  will  complete  the  scheme  for  the  Grove,  were  to  be  invited 
early  in  1957*  A scheme  for  the  provision  of  grouped  dwellings 
for  elderly  persons  (with  Warden rs  quarters)  on  the  Sydney 
Cottage  Estate,  was  approved  by  the  Housing  Committee  in  the  course 
of  the  year,  tut  the  matter  was  deferred  for  further  consideration. 
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Virtually  no  progress  -was  made  with  the  Slum  Clearance 
programme  in  1956,  and  it  seems  essential,  if  any  real  progress 
is  to  te  made  in  the  future,  that  a certain  number  of  all  new 
Council  houses  should  te  set  aside  for  this  purpose. 

In  conclusion,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation 'of  all 
the  help  afforded  to  me  in  the  preparation  of  this  Report  ty 
Mr.  E.J.  Morgans , ’Hr . E.G.  Shaw,  Mr.  F.  Brown  and  Miss  P.  Anslow. 

I have  the  honour  to  te, 

Your  otedient  Servant, 


MARGARET  H.F.  TURNBULL , 


Medical  Officor  of  Health 


SECTION  A,  ' 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough,  in  aero a 
Estimated  Population  (mid-1955) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value  of  Borough  (at  31,12 #56) 
Estimated  Product  of  Id,  Rate 
(at  31.12,56) 


2,645 

6,330 

2,211 

£84,410 

£3  00 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 

1956 

1955 

1954 

( Male 

50 

61 

67 

Legitimate 

(Female 

50 

51 

53 

( Total 

100 

112 

12  0 

(Rate  per  1,000  of 
( population 

15.8 

17.7 

19.: 

( Male 

3 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

(Female 

0 

2 

4 

( To  tal 

3 

4 

8 

(Rate  per  1,000  of 
( population 

0.5 

0.6 

l.: 

(Male 

53 

63 

71 

(Female 

50 

53 

57 

( Total 

103 

116 

128 

Total 

(Crude  Birth-Rate  per 

(1000  of  population' 

16.3 

18.4 

20,. 

A • 

(Standardised  Birth-Rate 
per  1000  of  population 

16.3 

18.4 

20. 

Still-Births 

( Male 

1 

0 

6 

(Female 

1 

2 

0 

( Total 

2 

2 

6 

(Rate  per  1000  live 
( and  still-births 

19.0 

16,9 

44. 

Deaths 

( Male 

36 

46 

30 

(Female 

40 

49 

37 

( Total 

76 

95 

67 

(Crude  Death-Rate  per 

( 1000  of  population 

12.0 

15.0 

10. 

(Standardised  Death- Rate 

(per  1000  of  population 

9,7 

12.5 

8, 

Deaths  related  to  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth 

Maternal  mortality  rate 'per 

1,000  live  and  still-births  00  0 
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Death  of  Infants  -under  1 year  of  age. 

1955 

1956 

1957 

(Male 

1 

1 

1 

( Female 

0 

1 

2 

Legitimate  (Total 

1 

2 

3 

(Late  per  1,000 

( legitimate  live  births 

H 

O 

• 

o 

17.9 

25. 

( Male 

0 

0 

0 

( Female 

0 

0 

0 

Illegitimate  (Total 

c 

0 

0 

(Late  per  1,000  illegls- 

( imate  live  births 

0 

0 

0 

(Male 

1 

1 

1 

( Female 

0 

1 

2 

Total  (Total 

1 

2 

3 

( Inf an t Mor t a 1 i ty  Rate 

( per  1,000  total  live 

( b Ir  ths 

9.7 

17,2 

23.' 

Rates  for  England  and  Wales,  1956 

1956 

Birth  Late  per  1,000  of  population 

15.7 

Still-birth  Late  per  1,0CC  Live  and  s 

till-births 

23.0 

Death-Late  per  1,000  of  population 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total 

live  births 

23.8 

NOTES  ON  VI TEL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  mid-year  population 
for  the  Borough  for  1956  was  6,330  an  increase  of  10  on  the 
corresponding  estimate  for  1955,  This  figure  is  used  in  the 
calculation  of  the  Birth  and  Death  rates. 

Births 

I>uring  the  year  there  were  103  live  t ii  rths  - a decrease  of 
13  on  the  total  for  1955.  Of  the  103,  3 were  illegitimate. 

The  Birth- ra to  for  the  Borough  for  1956  was  therefore  16,3 
per  1,000  of  the  population  - a decrease  of  2,1  births  per 
1,000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  the  rate  for  1955, 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  15,7  per 
1,000  of  the  p opul a t i on 

Still-Blr^s  , 

There  were  2 still-births  in  trie  Borough  during  the  year, 
the  same  number' as  In  1955,  The  still-birth  rate  (per  1,000 
live  plus  still-births)  for  1956  was  thus  19,0,  the 
corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  being  23.0 

Deaths 

A total  of  76  persons  died  in  the  Borough  during  1956, 

36  males  and  40  females  - a decrease  of  19  as  compared  with 
the  total  for  1955,  The  nCrude:i  Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the 
population  was  thus  12,0  (15,0  In  1955)  and  the  Standardised 
Death-rate,  with  which  comparisons  with  the  death  rates  for 
other 'areas,  and  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  may  be  made, 
was  9,7  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  Death-rate  for  England 
and  Wales  for  1956  was  11,7 
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Causes  of  Death 


Diseases  of  the  Hoart 

Male 

JuO 

Female 

17 

Total 

30 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

r? 

3 

6 

9 

Cancer  (all  sites) 

4 

5 

9 

Accidents  (Motor  vehicle  ) 

1 

0 

1 

” (Excepting  motor  vehicle) 

4 

1 

5 

Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

Brnchitis 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

0 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

1 

0 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

C 

1 

1 

All  other  conditions 

8 

4 

12 

Total 

36 

40 

76 

As  in  recent  years,  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation 
accounted  for  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  - 39,5$  of  the 
total  as  compared  with  35,8$  - 1955 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  Syste,  accounted  for  only 
11,8$  of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  as  compared  with  20$ 
in  1955  and  cancer  was  responsible  for 'the  same  percentage 
(11,8$)  as  compared  with  1C, 5$  in  1955,  Of  the  9 deaths 
from  cancer,  none  was  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung,  There  was 
one  death  from  this  cause  in  1955,  The  cancer  death-rate  for 
the  Borough  for  1956  was  1,4  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(1,6  in ’1955)  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
being  2,1, 

As  in  1955,  there  was  one  death  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis, 
Infant  Mortality 

Only  one  infant  died  under  the  age  of  12  months  during  1956, 
as  compared  with  2 the  previous  year.  This  death  occurred  during 
the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  thus 
9,7  per  1,000  live  births  as  compared  with  17,2  in  1955,  Tho 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956  was  23,8  per 
1,CCC  live-births. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  again  no  deaths  related  to  pregnancy  or 
childbirth  during  1956 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

The  number  of  births  exceeded  the  number  of  deaths  by 
27,  the  corresponding  figure  for  1955  being  21 
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SECTION  B 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


By  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 
the  Health  Services  are  divided  into  three  main  groups,  each 
administered  by  a different  authority. 

(1)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services.. 

(2)  General  Medical,  Dental,  Pharmaceutical  and 
Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Services  . 

(3)  Local  Health  Authority  Services. 

1 • Hospital  and  Specialist  Services 

The  provision  of  hospital  accommodation  and  specialist 
services  in  the  area  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Birmingham 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  There  were  no  material  changes  in  the 
hospital  facilities  during  the  year.  The  Bridgnorth  and  South 
Shropshire  Infirmary  admits  all  general  medical  and  surginal 
cases,  including  children,  and  also  has  a Maternity  Unit.  Cases 
of  Infectious  Disease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  admitted 
to  the  Borough  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  or  to  the  Monkmoor 
Hospital,  Shrewsbury.  Tuberculosis  patients  receive  treatment 
at  Shirlett  Sanatorium  or  at  Prees  Heath  tut  some  have  also  been 
admitted  to  sanatoria  at  Knightwick  and  Malvern.  Shifnal  Hospital 
admits  the  chronic  sick  requiring  hospital  treatment. 

2 . General  Medical Dental T.  Pharmaceutical  and  Supplementary 
Ophthalmic  Services. 

These  services  are  administered  in  this  County  by  Salop 
Executive  Council. 

Towards  the  end  of  1956,  concern  was  expressed  by  the  Council 
at  the  difficulty  being  experienced  by  many  people  in  obtaining 
dental  treatment  locally,  following  the  retiral  from  practice  of 
one  of  the  three  dental  practitioners  in  the  town. 

The  Executive  Council,  though  aware  of  the  situation,  and 
sympathetic,  stated  that  it  could  do  nothing  to  alleviate  the 
position, and  the  British  Dental  Association  when  approached  pointed 
out  that,  compared  with  most  other  parts  of  the  Country,  the 
Borough  should  consider  itself  well  served  with  2 dentists  for 
a population  of  6,000.  For  Shropshire,  the  dentist/population 
ratio  was  estimated  as  1 to  5?000. 

In  fact,  of  course,  the  population  served  by  the  two 
dentists  is  not  confined  to  the  Borough  and  no  accurate  estimate 
is  possible,  though  it  is  probably  in  the  region  of  10,000.  On 
paper,  therefore,  it  appeared  that  this  area  was  no  worse  off, 
in  this  respect  than  other  parts  of  the  County,  and  considerably 
better  than  many  parts  of  the  rest  of  the  Country. 

3 • Local  Health  Authority  Services 

As  Local  Health  Authority,  Salop  County  Council  is  responsible 
for  the  provision  and  administration  of  the  following  Services 
in  the  area;- 
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fa)  Health  Centres.  (Not  applicable  in  this  area) 

< (t)  Care  of  Mothers  and  young  children. 

(c)  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

(e)  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  amd  Immunisation. 

(g)  Ambulance  Services. 

(h)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after-care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  arrangements  which  exist  for  the  operation  of  some  of 
these  Services  locally  are  as  follows s- 

I At  Bridgnorth  Welfare  Centre 

( a ) Antenatal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic 

A Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  every  Monday  at  the  Welfare 
Centre,  Northgate  from  10  a.m.  - 12*30  p.m.  and  1.3°  - 4 .30  p.m. 
when  a Medical  Officer  and  a Health  Visitor  are  in  attendance 
for  consultation  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  welfare  of 
infants  and  children  up  to  the  age  of  5 years . 

Expectant  mothers , who  are  to  have  their  confinements 
at  home , also  attend  on  Mondays  for  routine  examination  and 
advice,  the  Local  Authority  midwives  Icing  in  attendance  at 
the  afternoon  sessions  to  see  their  patients. 

The  attendances  of  infants  at  the  clinic  during  the  year 
were  again  satisfactory,  tut  children  tetween  the  ages  of  2 
and  5 years  are  Drought  seldom,  if  at  all,  for  routine  exami- 
nations . Many  defects  can  tecome  apparent  during  these  year-* 
of  a child's  life,  which  could,  and  ideallv  should,  te  treated 
tefore  he  reaches  compulsory  school-age.  The  value  of  an 
annual  check-up  in  the  pre-school  years  cannot  te  over- 
estimated . 

( t ) Welfare  Foods 

The  National  Welfare  Foods  (National Dried  Milk,  Orange 
Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  A & D tatlets)  were  available 
during  the  year  at  the  Welfare  Centre  on  Mondays  from  2=15  p.m  — 

4.30  p.m.,  and  on  Saturday  mornings  from  10  a.m.  till  12  noon 
and  also  during  business  hours  at  Messrs.  Bloxam  and  Simms 
(now  N.C.  Sandy)  West  Castle  Street. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  experienced  by  some  mothers 
living  in  the  Low  Town,  and  on  the  Grove  Estate , in  collecting 
their  supplies  of  Welfare  Foods  (both  distribution  points 
being  in  the  High  Town)  the  Council  d ecided  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  that  a request  should  te  made  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  sale  of  these  commodities  in 
the  Low  Town.  Arrangements  were  accordingly  made  by  the 
County  Health  Department  for  the  Welfare  Foods  to  te  available 
at  the  Drug  Store,  Underhill  Street  during  business  hours  from 
the  beginning  of  January  1957* 

(c)  Chest  Clinic 

The  Chest  Clinic  continued  to  te  held  throughi  ut  the  year 
on  the  2nd  and  4th  Tuesdays  in  each  month  commencing  at 

9.30  a.m.  Suspected  fluff erers  from  Tuberculosis , contacts 
of  proved  cases,  and  treated,  cases  who  have  teen  discharged 
from  hospital  attend  as  required  for  examination. 
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as  (d)  Speech  Therapy 

Treatment  of  speech  defects  wqs  given  daring  the  year  on 
Fridays  from  10.0  a.m.  - 12. 30  p.m.,  and  from  I.30  p.m.  - 
5 p.m. 3 by  a qualified  Speech  Therapist. 

2?  (e)  Psychiatric  Clinic 

Adults  in  need  of  Psychiatric  treatment  were  seen  during 
the  year  at  the  Welfare  Centre  on  Wednesdays  from  9.3O  a.m, 

- 1 p.m. 5 and  children  on  Thursdays  between  the  same  hours. 

s (f)  Dental  Treatment 

The  addition  to  the  Welfare  Centre  of  a new  Dental  Unit 
which  became  ready  for  use  in  the  latter  months  of  1956,  has 
greatly  improved  the  facilities  for  dental  treatment  at  the 
Centre.  A Local  Authority  Dental  Officer  was  in  attendance 
on  Thursdays,  morning  and  afternoon  throughout  the  year  for 
the  treatment  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  pre-school 
children,  and  children  of  compulsory  school-age. 

x (g)  Domestic  Kelb  Service 

The  services  of  a domestic  help  are  available  in  the 
words  of  the  Act  for  "any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant 
mother,  mentally  defective,  aged,  or  a child  not  over 
compulsory  school-age"  Enquiries  regarding  this  service 
were  dealt  with  at  the  Welfare  Centre  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays 
and  Fridays  from  2.15  p.m.  - 4.30  p.m. 

¥. 

Alterations  in  the  arrangements  have  teen  made  since 
the  end  of  1956. 

•'-II  JDomiciliarv  Midwifery.  Home  Nursing  and  Health  Visiting 

There  were  two  District  Nurses  resident  in  the  town 
during  the  year  who  undertook  Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary 
Midwifery  in  the  Borough  and  surrounding  district.  One  of  these 
who  is  also  a qualified  Health  Visitor  did  Health  Visiting 
duties  in  a part  of  the  Rural  District. 

One  full-time  Health  Visitor  was  responsible  for  Health 
Visiting  and  School  Nursing  duties  for  the  whole  of  the  Borough 

III  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Under  the  County  Council's  echeme , Vaccination  against 
Smallpox  and  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping- 
Cough*  and  Tetanus  may  be  carried  out  by  arrangement  with  a 
general  practitioner,  or  at  any  Child  Welfare  Centre. 

During  1956,  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis  was 
introduced  into  this  country.  Only  a limited  quantity  of 
vaccine  was  available,  and  by  the  decision  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  only  those  children  torn  in  certain  months  of 
the  years  1947-1954  inclusive  were  eligible  to  receive  it. 

Those  children  in  the  Borough  who  satisfied  these 
requirements , and  whose  parents  had  made  application  for  them 
to  have  this  protection,  received  their  injections  in  the 
early  Summer. 
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It  was  hoped  that  sufficient  vaccine  "would  he  available 
later  in  the  year  for  those  "who  had  teen  registered  originally 
tut  not  vaccinated,  tut  the  vaccine  was  not  in  fact,  issued 
for  use  owing  to  changes  having  occurred  in  its  appearance 
during  storage. 

In  time,  it  is  expected  that  this  protection  will  tecome 
available  for  other  age-groups  as  the  production  of  the  vaccine 
in  this  country  increases . 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  vaccination  of  13  year-old 
children  against  Tuberculosis  with  B.C.G.  Vaccine  was  commenced 
in  this  County.  In  November  the  parents  of  13-year  old  children 
attending  Bridgnorth  St.  Mary’s  School  were  given  the  opportunity 
of  having  their  children  vaccinated  if  preliminary  testing 
revealed  this  procedure  to  be  necessary.  It  is  encouraging  to 
note  that  almost  all  the  parents  concerned  availed  themselves 
of  the  opportunity. 

Arrangements  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  for 
13  year  old  children  at  the  Grammar  School  and  at  St,  John’s 
Roman  Catholic  School  to  have  B.C.G.  Vaccination  during  1957* 

IV  Ambulance  Service 

The  Central  Ambulance  depot  for  the  County  is  in 
Shrewsbury  (Telephone  No.  Shrewsbury  6331)  to  which  all 
requests  for  an  ambulance  are  made  in  the  first  instance.  Two 
ambulances  and  a car  for  sitting-cases  are  stationed  in 
Bridgnorth  for  use  on  local  journeys. 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TEE  AREA 
WATER  SUPPLIES 


1.  Mains  Sudd  1 & 

The  mains  water-supply  from  Rindleford  boreholes  remained 
sufficient,  as  regards  quantity  for  the  demands  made  on  it 
during  the  year.  The  average  numter  of  gallons  pumped  daily  in 
each  month  varied  between  450,000  and  5233OOO. 

Concern  was  felt  ty  the  Public  Health  Committee  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  at  the  relatively  high  proportion  of 
unsatisfactory  bacteriological  reports  on  the  water-samples 
submitted  for  examination  during  1955 3 as  tabulated  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  that  year.  It  was  realised  that  the  chlorinating 
apparatus  was  very  old  and  out-of-date , and  would  probably  require 
replacement,  tut  it  was  decided  that  the  opinion  of  the  manu- 
facturers should  first  be  sought  as  tv  the  possibilities  of  its 
being  rendered  effective  and  reliable.  Their  report  had  not  teen 
received  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Eight  samples  of  mains  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  1956  the  reports  on  which  are  as  follows :- 

B . Faecal 

Place  of  Sampling  Date  Coy,.  Coll . Remarks 


*• 

R.A.F.  Camp,  Stanmore . 

18.1.57 

0 

0 

Satisfactory 
quality  for 

2. 

St.  Mary's  School 

drinking . 

Hospital  Street 

23.1.57 

0 

0 

Highly  Satisfactory 

3. 

College  House 

13.3.57 

0 

0 

Satisfactory 

4. 

23 , East  Castle  St. 

13-3.57 

0 

0 

Satisfactory 

£ 

j • 

20,  Hospital  Street 

13.3.57 

18+ 

0 

Unsatisfactory  for 
chlorinated  water . 

/■ 

0 . 

College  House 

2.7.57 

0 

0 

Highly  Satisfactory 

7. 

47 , Cartway 

2.7.57 

0 

0 

Highly  Satisfactory 

8 . 

46,  High  Street 

2.7.57 

0 

0 

Highly  Satisfactory 

The 

se  results  are  rather  be 

tthr  than 

those 

obtained  in  1955s  when 

only  3 out  of  8 samples  were  "Highly  satisfactory11,  2 were  "not 
entirely  satisf actory"  and  the  remaining  3 wore  "Unsatisfactory". 


Chemical Analysis 

Chemical  Analysis  of  the  water  is  carried  out  infrequently, 
and  generally  for  a special  purpose,  as  it  is  a costly  procedure. 

Seven  analyses  were  done  between  April  1948  and  October 
1955,  a study  of  which  shows  a steady  increase  in^the  Chloride 
content  of  the  water,  from  220  parts  per  million  in  1948  to  432 
p.p.m.  in  October  1955 • 

The  last  analysis  was  carried  out  ty  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
Water  Undertaking  on  water  from  the  R.A.F.  Camp,  which  comes 
within  their  area  of  supply. 
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This  increasing  salinity  demanded  observation , and  the 
Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Engineer  kindly  offered  to  carry 
oat  chemical  analyses  of  the  water  at  monthly  intervals.  This 
wqs  accordingly  done  from  May  1956  onwards,  the  Chloride  content 
of  the  samples  taken  from  then  till  the  end  of  the  year  being  as 

Average  quantity  of  water 
pumped  daily  during 
preceding.  month/ s) (in  gallons) 

488  ,0QQ  (Aprs  1/May) 

503,000  (June) 


follows 


Date  of 
Sampling 

7.5.56 

4 .6.56 

2.7.56 


Chlorides  (in 
p.aiLt. : J- ionl 


&7 

420 


30.7.56 

3.9.56 


5.11.56 


515  .') 

510  ) 

494 


488.000  (July /Aug) 

484.000  (October) 


3.12.56 


497 


466,000  (November) 


The  reason  for  this  persistently  high  Cloride  content  of 
the  water  and  its  fluctuations  was  not  clear.  The  possibility 
of  there  being  a correlation  between  the  quantity  of  chloride  in 
the  samples , and  the  quantity  of  water  pumped  daily  during  the 
preceding  month  was  considered.  While  some  relationship  did  seem 
to  exist  at  times,  (as  may  be  ween  from  the  above  table  where  a 
high  daily  average  output  in  the  month  of  June  is  followed  by  a 
marked  increase  in  chlorides  in  the  sample  taken  on  30th  July) . 
the  relationship  was  not  at  all  consistent.  Monthly  sampling 
was  to  continue  during  1957* 


Water  Storage  - Additional  Reservoir 

Application  was  to  be  made  during  the  year,  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  permission  to  provide  an 
additional  reservoir,  tut  the  matter  was  deferred  for  the  time 
being  owing  to  the  severe  restrictions  imposed  on  capital 
expenditure  for  public  works  which  were  not  absolutely  essential. 

Regrouping  of  Water  Undertakings 

Consideration  was  given  towards  the  end  of  the  year  to  the 
suggestions  put  forward  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  :.:i  Circular  52/56,  on  the  subject  of  regrouping  of 
water  undertakings  to  promote  the  most  effective  use  of  water 
supplies  throughout  the  country.  The  matter  was,  however,  deferred 
for  further  discussion  at  a later  date,  without  a definite  decision 
being  reached  as  to  what  action  this  authority  should  take  in  the 
matter . 

The  Borough  Surveyor  reports  as  follows  on  work  carried  out 
during  1956:- 

( a ) Secondary  Modern  Schools  - Oldburv 

During  the  year,  some  320  yards  of  4”  spun  iron  water-mains, 
with  the  necessary  hydrants,  were  laid  from  Oldbury  Wells  to 
the  entrance  to  the  new  Secondary  Modern  School  for  toys  , which 
is  in  course  of  construction.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  school 
will  be  opened  in  January,  1958. 
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Arising  out  of  complaints  from  the  Fire  Authority  regarding 
the  poor  flow  for  fire-fighting  at  the  end  of  Stourbridge  Road, 
and  the  possible  consequences  if  a serious  fire  occurred  at  the 
Star  Aluminium  works 3 it  was  decided  that  a new  6"  water  main  be 
laid  from  the  junction  of  Lodge  Lane  to  the  junction  of  the  Old 
Kidderminster  Road.  The  necessary  pipes  - 350  yards  - and 
fittings  were  ordered  for  the  work,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  work 
would  be  carried  out  in  1957* 

( o ) Carpet  Works 

Difficulties  were  experienced,  in  t he  Autumn,  with  a burst 
main  underneath  one  of  the  factory  buildings  at  the  Carpet  works. 
This  necessitated  re-routing  the  4M  main  to  circumvent  all  present 
and  any  future  buildings,  and  a total  of  110  yards  of  new  mains 
were  laid  together  with  the  additional  stop  valves,  hydrant,  etc. 

(d)  Kidderminster  Road 

A short  length  of  new  2"  main  was  laid  along  Kidderminster 
Road,  to  serve  eight  properties  where  the  existing  supply-pipe  had 
become  defective. 

■C.'.nMlJ: , Lppolx 

There  is  nothing  fresh  to  report  in  connection  with  the 
Conduit  water-supply , from  which  unf or tunately , no  samples  were 
taken  in  the  course  of  the  year.  The  inhabitants  of  some  propertj.es 
in  the  town  still  rely  on  this  supply  for  their  domestic  water. 


SEWERAGE  AND__SBWAGE  DISPOSAL 

The  recently  completed  sewage  disposal  works  and  pumping 
station  were  formally  opened  by  the  Mayor,  Councillor  APE.  Swann  on 
l6th  May , 1956  • 

All  concerned  must  have  felt  a justifiable  sense  of 
achievement  and  satisfaction,  on  this  occasion  but  contrary  to 
all  hopes  and  expectations  our  sewage  disposal  problems  were  by  no 
means  over . 

Very  soon,  the  accumulation  of  sludge  in  the  sludge-beds 
and  its  failure  to  dry  out  as  expected  began  to  cause  concern. 

On  the  advice  of  the  Consulting  Engineers,  a Ferguson  tractor 
with  a hydraulic  shovel  was  purchased  to  speed  the  removal  of 
the  sludge  from  the  teds,  tut  the  subsequent  disposal  of  the 
semi-liquid  material  still  presented  problems. 

If  was  offered  free  of  charge  to  anybody  willing  to  collect 
it,  tut  though  local  farmers  were  only  too  willing  to  have  it, 
none  was  prepared  to  arrange  for  its  haulage . 

Later  in  the  year  it  was  estimated  that  emptying  the  teds 
by  this  method  and  transporting  the  sludge  to  the  farms  was  likely 
to  cost  the  Council  about  £400  per  annum.  An  agreement  was 
therefore  made  with  a firm  willing  to  operate  a sludge-removal 
service  by  tanker  at  a cost  of  30s.  per  750-gallon  load,  the 
estimated  annual  cost  of  this  service  being  £360.  Ac  the  farmers 
were  unwilling  to  pay  as  much  as  3^s . per  load,  the  Council 
agreed  to  contribute  15s . per  load  received  to  any  farmer  in  the 
vicinity.  The  drainage  of  the  sludge-drying  teds  was  clearly 
unsatisfactory  and  an  attempt  to  improve  it  by  drilling  small 
holes  in  the  drainage  pipes  was  to  be  made  early  in  1957. 
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Effluent  Drain  Outlet 


A proposal  to  divert  the  effluent  drain  outlet  a distance 
of  30  - hO  yards  downstream,  so  that  it  would  discharge  directly 
into  the  river  water  was  deferred  on  account  of  the  cost,  estimated 
tv  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  te  atout  £250. 

Sewer  Extensions 


The  Surveyor  reports  as  follows :- 

Due  to  the  development  of  a new  school  site,  a new  6” 
diameter  foul  sewer,  together  with  the  necessary  manholes  was 
laid  from  the  end  of  the  existing  sewer  in  Oldtury  Wells  to  the 
site  of  the  new  Boys1  School.  This  involved  a total  length  of 
305  yards  of  new  sewer. 

Oldturv 


Early  in  1956,  the  Borough  Surveyor's  scheme  for  the 
sewerage  of  Oldtury  was  sutmitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  approval.  By  this  scheme,  estimated  to  cost 
£5,500  8 all  tut  12  of  the  45  properties  to  te  served  would  drain 
into  the  main  sewer  in  the  Clcotury  Mortimer  Road,  the  remainder 
draining  to  a separate  treatment  plant  at  the  site-  of  the  existing 
filter  ted  for  Oldtury  Grange. 

The  Ministry  urged  formal  application  for  loan  sanction 
to  enatle  approval  in  principle  to  te  given. 

Investigation  of  complaints  received  atout  this  time, 
however,  revealed  that  detergents  in  the  effluent  from  Oldtury 
Grange  were  the  protatle  cause  of  much  destruction  of  fieh-life 
in  the  pool  downstream  from  the  point  of  discharge  of  the  effluent 
into  the  Potsecthing  Brock*. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  considered  that,  without  the  installation 
of  electric  ejector-pumps,  it  was  most  unlikely  that  the  proposed 
disposal-works  would  yj.e*ld  an  effluent  free  from  detergents  , which 
are  so  widely  used  today  for  domesticc  purposes,  and  which  are- 
producing  problems  at  many  sewage-disposal  works. 

The  main  scheme  was  therefore  left  in  abeyance  for  the 
time  being,  and  attention  given  to  the  Surveyor's  new  proposal 
to  extend  the  main  sewer  from  its  termination  at  Church  House  to 
the  junction  of  Manor  Lane  with  the  Cleobury  Mortimer  road  - 
a distance  of  170  yards.  T^is  would  serve  the  three  new  properties 
to  te  built  in  Manor  Lane,  ary  further  development  in  that  area, 
and  also  Oldtury  House  and  the  White  House.  Council  approval 
having  teen  given,  and  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the 
work  having  teen  promised  by  the  property- owners  concerned, 
tenders  were  invited,  and  work  was  commenced  on  31-t  December  1956. 

Consideration  was  given  at  the  commencement  of  the  year 
as  to  whether  the  Council  should  adopt  the  Private  Street  Works 
Act,  1892,  with  a view  to  defraying  the  cost  of  the  main  scheme 
for  Oldtury,  tut  no  definite  decision  was  made  before  the  end 
of  the  year . 

auhtfoyd . 


During  the  year  the  Borough  Surveyor's  scheme  for  the 
sewerage  of  ^uatford  was  sutmitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 
An  amendment  to  the  original  scheme  was  made  prior  to  its 
submission,  eliminating  the  concrete  piers  which  were  to  carry 
the  sewer  to  the  settlement  tank. 
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It  -was  decided  that  the  presence  of  these  -would  sterilise  for  use 
too  much  of  the  field  traversed  ty  the  sewer.  Instead , the  sewer 
will  run  underground  to  reach  the  tank,  a small  pumping-main  being 
necessary  to  overcome  the  force  of  gravity. 

The  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  was  thus  increased  from 
£8 3 000  to  £9,119 . 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

An  official  complaint  about  the  inadequacy  of  the  public 
conveniences  in  the  town,  with  special  reference  to  thos  at  the 
Town  Hall  was  received  from  the  Townswomen^  Guild  in  the  month 
of  June  and  stimulated  a fresh  and  earnest  search  for  a suitable 
site  for  new  conveniences. 

Such  a sequence  of  events  has  teen  almost  an  annual  occurrence 
in  recent  years.  In  the  summer  months,  when  day-visitors  to  the 
town  are  more  numerous,  especially  on  Saturdays,  the  inadequacy 
of  the  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  the 
deficiencies  of  that  accommodation  soon  become  obvious;  complaints 
are  received;  and  the  Council  resolves  that  somehow,  somewhere, 
a new  site,  where  adequate  - facilities  for  both  sexes  can  be 
provided,  must  be  found. 

Attem-  ts  to  do  this  have  proved  abortive  in  the  past,  and 
the  matter  has  te„n  allowed  to  lapse  until  the  cycle  began  afresh 
the  following  year. 

In  1956,  however,  the  pattern  of  events  was  a little  more 
encouraging.  Among  the  various  sites  suggested  was  that  of  the 
present  Ambulance  Depot  at  No.  1",  High  Street  which  was,  in  almost 
every  respect , the  most  suitable.  It  was  understood  that  the 
County  Council  desired  new  premises  for  a Fire  Station  in  the  town, 
and,  in  time,  when  these  were  acquired,  it  seemed  probable  that  the 
ambulances  might  be  accommodated  in  the  present  Fire  Station. 

The  County  Council  was  accordingly  approached  on  the  matter 
towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


LEFJSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


A cycle  of  events  similar  to  that  of  the  public  conveniences 
has  been  apparent  in  recent  years  in  connection  with  the  refuse 
tip  in  Stanley  Lane . . 

Briefly  this  may  be  represented  as  follows :- 


Summer  Weather . 


/ 

/ 

/ 

Winter 

t 

f 

Deferment  on  grounds 
of  expense  ty  Finance 
Committee . 


\ 

* 

Flies  breeding  on 
the  tip  o 

k 

Complaints  of  fly- 
nuisance  from  nearby 
residents . 


He commendation 
from  Public  Health  Committee 
that  an  incinorator  to  doal  with  all 
refuse  be  provided,  and  attempts  be 
• made  to  find  another  tipping -rite 


Fly-nuisance  -was  however  less  acute  in  1956)  in  consequence 
of  a poor  summer,  with  frequent  rain  and  little  heat,  and 
complaints  were  correspondingly  fewer  . 

Serious  attempts  to  find  a site  suitable  for  a new  refuse 
tip  and  incinerator  had  begun  at  the  end  of  1955*  Choice  was 
very  limited  tut  a piece  of  land  at  Stanmore  Grove  was  considered 
to  to  eminently  suitable.  The  cvner , however,  resolutely  refused 
to  allow  his  land  to  te  used  for  such  a purpose.  No  attempt  was 
made  to  acquire  tho  land  ty  compulsory  purchase. 

Unofficial  enquiries,  later  in  the  year,  revealed  the 
possibility  that  joint-tipping  with  the  Rural  District  Council 
aiight  te  permitted  at  some  suitable  site  within  the  Rural  District. 
This  sounded  promising,  and  the  matter  was  to  te  pursued  in  1957* 

gPV^.y.  of.  Ijon „ a,njj  Jjg&L. 

Resulting  from  a request  from  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government,  in  Circular  No.  31/56,  that  Local  Authorities 
try  to  arrange  for  the  recovery  of  the  maximum  quantity  of  ferrous 
scrap  from  the  refuse  they  collected,  the  offer  of  a Tipton 
firm  to  collect  scrap-iorn  from  the  tip  at  £1  per  ton,  was 
accepted  in  the  month  of  July.  It  was  estimated  that  the  salvage 
of  this  material  should  bring  in  about  £100  per  annum. 


PEST  CONTROL 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  ty  Pests  Act,  1949?  imposes  on 
Local  Authorities  the  duty  of  inspecting  all  premises  within  their 
district,  and  ensuring  that  any  infestations  of  rats  and  mice 
are  dealt  with. 

In  the  summer  of  1955?  Shropshire  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  discontinued  their  Contract  Service  rna  the  County,  ty 
means  of  which  farms  received  regular  inspections  and  treatment 
as  required.  Local  Authorities  were  thereafter  enabled  to  take 
over  existing  contracts  and  to  continue  the  service. 

While  Bridgnorth  was  not  greatly  affected  by  this  transfer 
of  duties ? it  was  realised  that  the  Borough  of  Wenlock  would  be, 

A suggestion  was  therefore  made  to  Wenlock  Corporation  at  the 
end  of  1955  that,  in  future,  the  Rodent  Operative  employed  jointly 
ty  the  two  Authorities  might  devote  only  \ of  his  time  instead 
of  to  duties  in  Bridgnorth.  This  suggestion  was,  however, 
forcibly  rejected  ty  the  Wenlock  Corporation,  and  the  arrangement 
remained  as  before. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

By  the  provisions  of  Part  I of  the  Factories  Act  1937?  the 
Council  is  responsible  for  ensuring  the  adequacy  and  suitability 
of  sanitary  conveniences  in  all  factories  within  the  district, 
and  in  those  factories  in  which  mechanical  power  is  not  used, 
is  also  responsible  for  inspecting  the  premises  to  ensure  that 
working  conditions  are  satisfactory. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  which  require  to  te 
included  in  the  Annual  Report s- 
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FACTORIES  .ACTS  10^7  and  1948 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  ( 
(including  inspections  made  ty  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspect 

-ions 

No.  of 

Written 

Notices 

1 

Occupiers 

Prosecutec 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  15253,4  & 6 
are  to  he  enforced 
ty  Local  Authorities 

9 

. 

6 

2 

1 

i 

! 

2.  Factories  not  inclu- 
ded in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
ty  the  Local  Authority 

49 

21 

3 

I 

1 

3.  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  ty  the 
! Local  Authority 

(excluding  outworkers1 
j premises) 

, 

5 

2 

- 

i Total 

63 

29 

r< 

L_ 

2 » CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOJND 


5 

’ No. of  ca sds  in  which 

defects  were  found 

■ 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prosecutions 
were  ins tit u-  r 
ted  . 

Particulars 

Found 

Re- 

ined 

ieo. 

Ref  or r e d 

lo  H.Pl. 
Inspect 
-or 

i By  H.M. 

! Inspect 
-or 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conven- 

iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

/ 

1 

- 

1 

( t ) Un  suitable  or 

1 

i 

defective 

2 

2 

- 

— 

— 1 

i 

(0)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

j 

(d)  Other  offences 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Total 

6 

6 

j 

- 

. J 

j 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

OUTWORK 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Nature  of  Work 

N o . of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  fcy 
Sect  o 110 
(1)  (c) 

No . of 
cases 
of  de- 
fault 
in  send- 
ing list 
to  the 
Council 

No . of 
prose- 
cutions 
for 

failure 

to 

supply 

lists 

N o 4 * of 
ins tan 
ces  of 
•work  an 
unwhole 
s owe 
premises 

Not- 

ices 

Ser- 

ved 

Pros- 

ecu- 

tions 

Wearing  (Making 
Apparel  etc.) 

1 

1 - 

X. 

, 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 


The  housing  position  in  the  town  at  the  end  of  1956  was 
as  follows 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Council-cwned  houses  . . ...  ... 

Houses  completed  in  1956  ...  

(a)  Council  - 40 
(t)  Private  - 13 

Total  applications  for  Council  houses  ... 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  ... 

Applications  for  above  approved  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.56 

(a)  Council  - 0 
(1)  Private  -18 

Fifty-eight  houses  were  completed  in  1956  of  which  40  were 
Council  houses  and  18  privately-built  houses.  This  total  represents 
an  increase  of  25  on  that  for  1955?  when  22  Council  houses  and 
11  private  houses  were  completed. 

Available  sites  for  private  house-building  continued  to  be 
taken  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  18  private  houses  were  in  course 
of  construction. 

Alongside  this , it  is  disappointing  to  have  to  record  that  no 
Council  houses  were  in  the  process  of  being  built  at  31.12.56. 
Forty-six  houses  are  still  required  to  complete  the  Grove  Scheme, 
tut  permission  to  erect  these  was  tomproarily  refused  by  the  Ministry 

in  1955* 

Doubts  were  expressed  during  the  year  as  to  whether  in  fact, 
it  would  be  economically  wise  to  continue  with  the  housing 
programme,  in  view  of  the  ever-increasing  costs  of  materials  and 
labour,  high  loan  interest  rates  and  the  reduction  to  £10  per  annum 
of  the  subsidy  payable  on  houses  to  be  built  for  general  needs. 


The  demand  for  Council  houses  remains  high  however,  despite 
the  increases  in  rents  which  became  necessary  as  from  1st  April  1956 
and  279  applications  were  to  hand  at  31st  December,  1956  as  compared 
with  261  twelve  months  previously.  It  was  therefore  finally 
decided  in  the  month  of  October  that  tenders  should  be  invited 
for  the  construction  of  the  remaining  46  houses  on  the  Grove  Site. 

Further  Housing  Pro.iects 

/ 

(a)  Flats  for  Single  Persons 

(b)  Grouped  Dwellings  for  Elderly  Persons. 

The  desirability  of  providing  some  accommodation  suitable 
for  single  or  widowed  persons  living  alone  had  been  recognised  by 
the  Council  at  the  end  of  1955* 

The  possibilities  of  converting  a large  house,  which  came 
up  for  sale  early  in  1956  were  investigated,  tut  the  cost  of 
converting  it  into  6 flats  was  estimated  at  about  £3,000  and 
interest  in  the  matter  was  dropped. 


2,211 

541 

58 


279 

2 

1 


18 
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At  the  invitation  of  the  Directors  of  Gregory  Housing  Ltd., 
memters  of  the  Housing  Committee  visited  a housing  site  at 
Coscley,  in  April,  and  -were  favouratly  impressed  with  the  2 and 
3-hedr oomed  flats  of  traditional  type  tuilt  there  ty  this  firm 
which  seemed  very  suitable  for  the  Council’s  purpose. 

Bungalows  for  elderly  persons  were  also  a feature  of  this 
scheme,  and  in  view  of  the  Committee's  interest  in  the  County 
Council’s  scheme  for  the  provision  of  grouped  dwellings  for 
elderly  persons,  these  were  likewise  inspected  andapproved. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  was  therefore  instructed  to  prepare 
a scheme  to  consist  of  "Grogory"  houses,  suitable  for  the  open 
space  behind  the  shops  on  the  Sydney  Cottage  Estate,  and  comprising 
a group  of  bungalows  for  elderly  people  and  accommodation  for  a 
Warden,  together  with  four  flats  to  occupy  the  space  between  the 
shops . 

Of  two  schemes  prepared,  the  one  providing  28  ^housing  units" 
including  the  flats  and  Warden’s  Quarters  and  estimated  to  cost 
£31,000  received  the  approval  of  the  Housing  Committee,  tut  further 
details  were  requested  ty  the  Finance  Committee  as  to  various  costs 
and  to  the  contribution  which  might  be  expected  from  Salop  County 
Council  towards  the  accommodation  for  elderly  persons. 

No  further  progress  towards  bringing  this  plan  to  fruition 
was  made  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Slum  Clearance 


The  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  programme  remained  virtually  at 
a standstill  during  1958. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  an  estimate  of  75  houses  was  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  as  being  the  number  which  the  Authority  considered 
could  be  dealt  with  ty  Clearance  Area  procedure  during  the  first 
five  vears  following  the  introduction  of  the  Housing  Repairs  & 

Rents.  Act  195^- 

Slum  Clearance  ty  this  procedure  is  dependent  to  a great 
extent  on  the  housing  programme,  as  the  Authority  is  legally 
obliged  to  rehouse  tenants  displaced  from  a Clearance  Area. 

Since  the  future  housing  programme  was  so  very  uncertain 
throughout  the  year,  it  was  decided  that  no  steps  in  connection 
with  the  declaration  of  clearance  areas  should  be  taken,  until  the 
way  ahead  could  be  seen  more  clearly. 

For  any  real  progress  to  be  made  in  slum  clearance  in  the 
future,  it  seems  essential  that  a certain  number  of  all  new  houses 
built  should  be  set  aside  for  this  purpose.  Since  it  is  now  only 
those  houses  tuilt  for  slum  clearance  which  attract  the  full 
Exchequer  Subsidy,  such  a policy  should  have  an  economic  appeal. 

Improvement  Grants 

Only  2 applications  for  Improvement  Grants  were  made  during 
1958  as  compared  with  8 in  the  previous  year.  One,  however, 
concerned  six  separate  dwellings  and  was  approved  5 the  other  was 
later  withdrawn. 

One  feels  that  fuller  advantage  of  the  improvement  grants 
scheme  could  be  taken  ty  house-property  owners  in  the  Borough. 

Since  its  introduction  in  the  Housing  Act  19^9,  only  17  applications 
have  teen  received,  13  of  which  have  teen  approved. 
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With  the  hel0  of  improvement  grants,  many  excellent 
modernised  dwellings  have  teen  produced  in  the  area  of  a 
neighbouring  authority, from  property  whi'jh  otherwise  would 
undoubtedly  have  deteriorated  beyond  repair,  and  ultimately 
required  replacement.  It  is  surely  tetter,  where  possible,  to 
preserve  and  improve  rather  than  to  destroy.  Owners  who  could 
not  otherwise  af ford  to  bring  their  property  up  to  present-day 
s oandards  oi  witness , should  therefore  to  given  every  encouragement 
to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  available,  at  the  earliest 
opportunity  - they  may  not  always  be  available  or  be  so  favourable. 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1 • Me  a t 

Licences  were  issued  in  respect  of  five  slaughterhouses  in 
the  town  during  1956*  Four  were  used  regularly,  the  other  only 
very  rarely. 

Butchers  who  did  not  slaughter  their  own  animals,  or  have 
them  slaughtered  locally,  continued  to  buy  meat  from  the  abattoirs 
at  Shrewsbury  or  Craven  Arms. 

Model  byelaws  for  the  control  of  private  slaughterhouses 
were  produced  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food  during  the  year,  tut  were  not  adopted  by  the  Council. 

A ’White  Paper,  outlining  the  Government's  long-term  policy 
for  regulating  the  provision  of  slaughterhouses  in  England  and 
Wales  was  published  in  May  1956,  this  policy  being  based*  on  the 
recommendations  of  the  Inter-Lepar tmental  Committee  on  Slaughter- 
houses which  reported  in  July  1955*  This  Committee  considered 
that  the  centrql  planning  of  slaughterhouses  which  was  originally 
contemplated  after  the  de-control  of  meat  in  195^?  was  no  longer 
advisable  owing  to  the  changed  circumstances,  and  that,  for  a 
limited  period,  meat- traders  should  be  free  to  provide  their  own 
slaughterhouses , subject  to  the  premises  conforming  ■ to  prescribed 
s tandards  <■ 

Regulations  prescribing  standards  for  the  construction  and 
conduct  of  slaughterhouses  were  to  be  introduced  as  soon  as 
nos sible . 

The  suggestion  was  therCTor<~  made  to  the  local  tranches  of 
the  Butchers'  Association  and  the  National  Farmers'  Union  that  the 
local  butchers  might  consider  building  a slaughterhouse  in 
Bridgnorth  for  their  joint  use.  No  response  to  this  suggestion 
was  received. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  carcases  of  all  anumals  slo\ri  ;rcd  in  the  town  were 
inspected  before  the  meat  was  put  on  sale. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned 

in  whole  or  in  part 


1“ 

Cattle 

Esc  elud- 
ing Ccws 

Ccws 

Calves 



Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

i 

H i 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

237 

0 

11 

1,235 

1,146 

0 

Number  inspected 

237 

0 

11 

1,235 

_ 1 

1,146 

L_ 

0 

All  diseases  enceot 
Tuberculosis  and 

Cvs ticercosis 

Whole  carcases  con- 

damned  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

13 

0 

0 

1 

22 

c 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis 

5.5f5 

0 

0 

0.1# 

1.92/0 

0 

Tuberculosis  onlVs 

Whole  carcases  cond- 

coned  • ® • » • ° 

0 

0 

0 

w 

1 

0 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

3 

0 

0 

Q 

27 

0 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  T.B. 

1.2755 

0 

0 

0 

2.44/o 

0 

1 11  rJ 

jCvs ticercosis 

; Carcases  of  which 
j some  part  or  organ 
wqs  condemned 

0 

0 

0 

! 

i 

0 

0 

{ 

0 

^Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

0 

0 

°l 

0 

j 

i 

~ i 

0 j 

’ Generalised  and 

1 totally  condemned  . 

0 

0 

0 

c ! 

1 

0 

i 

0 

The  total  numb or  of  carcases  inspected  during  the  year  was 
2,269?  which  represents  the  very  considerable  increase  of  575 
on  the  total  for  1955* 
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Fewer  pig-carcases  were  found  to  be  infected  with  tuber culosis 
in  1956.  (2.44%  of  the  total  as  compared  with  3.65$  in  1955) 

The  number  of  cattle  infected  with  tuter culosis  (3) -was  the  same 
as  in  1955?  (1.275S  cf  the  total  killed  as  compared  with  1.66 % 
in  1955)  . 

On  the  other  hand,  the  numter  of  animals  suffering  from 
diseases  other  than  tuterculosis  and  cysticer cosis  (due  to  the 
larval  form  of  the  tapeworm)  was  greater  than  in  1955  (7  »42%  of 
the  total  numter  killed  as  compared  with  4.44%  of  the  total  in 
1955). 

The  total  quantity  of  beef,  pork  and  mutton  condemned 
during  the  year  as  unfit  for  human  consumpton  was  as  follows:- 

Gwts . Qtrs . Lts . 

1.  On  account  of  Tuterculosis  5 2 154 

2.  On  account  of  other  diseases  2 2 27S- 

Total  8 2 15 


The  total  quantity  condemned  is  very  slightly  less  than 
that  for  1955  which  was  8 cwts  . 3 qtrs.  14  Its. 

2 . Inspection  of  Other  Foods 

It  is  an  offence  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for 
a retailer  to  have  on  his  premises  food  which  is  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  It  is  the  usual  practice  for  retailers  to  report 
Lho  existence  of  douttful  food  to  the  Inspector,  who,  if  he 
condemns  this,  issues  a Surrender  Certificate  enatling  the 
retailer  to  claim  compensation  for  his  loss. 

The  following  fr-ods  were  condemned  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption  in  1958:- 


Pro pared  and  cooked  meats 


Black  pudding 

— 

71b  s . 

6 ozs  . 

Bacon 

— 

24lbs  c 

12  ozs  0 

Ham 

- 

201bs . 

5 ozs  0 

Canned  and  l otted 

Foods 

Meat 

, ■ 

1201b s . 

8 ozs  0 

(37  tins) 

Vegetables 

— 

901b s . 

1-2-0  ZS  0 

(98  tins) 

Fish 

— 

Ill;  t.. 

12-40  zs  . 

(20  tins) 

Fruit 

— 

1521b s . 

15-Jozs  • 

(116  tins) 

Soup 

— 

t'v.bn . 

4 ozs  . 

( 6 tins) 

Fnuit  Juice 

— 

(1  gallon) 

Milk 

- 

44-o-  pint 

;s 

(21  tins) 

Other  Foods 

Sweets 

8lbs  . 

Cheese 

— 

36lbs  . 

Fickle d foods 

- 

lib  . 

54-ozs  . 

(3  jurs) 

Raisins 

- 

9 ozs  . 

Margarine 

— - 

8 ozs  . 

Cake 

1591b s . 

10  ozs . 

Fish  Cakes 

— 

20lbs  . 

4 ozs  . 

Poultry 

- 

231b s . 

8 ozs  0 

(6  jars) 
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Condemned  food  is,  in  most  cases,  either  collected  ty  the 
Corporation  or  delivered  ty  the  owners  and  destroyed  in  the  small 
incinerator  at  the  refuse-tip. 
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Milk  Producers  in  the  Borough  13 
Registered  Dairies  4 
Licensed  Dealers  (trading  from  registered  dairies)  4 
Licensed  Dealers  (trading  from  other  shops)  5 
Dealers  holding  Supplementary  Licences 

(trading  in  the  town  from  other 
districts)  2 


During  the  year,  four  samples  of  milk  were  putmitted  for 
examination  for  cleanliness  and  keeping  quality,  and  for  evidence 
of  satisfactory  heat  treatment.  All  four  samples  were  reported 
as  teing  "satisfactory". 

4 . Ice-cream 

There  are  48  premises  in  the  Borough  registered  for  the 
Sale  of  Ice-cream,  one  having  teen  added  during  1956. 

All  except  one  sell  only  pre-packed  ice-cream.  The  trader 
who  manufactures  his  own,  employs  the  ’bold-mix"  method. 

5 . Food  Hygiene 


On  1st  January,  1956,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Amendment  Act,  1954, 
and  the  consolidating  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  were  brought  into 
operation.  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955?  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  latter  Act,  also  became  operative  on  that  date, 
with  the  exception  of  some  requirements  which  might  involve 
alterations  to  premises  or  equipment  etc.,  and  which  were  post- 
poned till  1st  July,  1956. 

The  Regulations  aim  to  improve  the  hygienic  standards  of  all 
food  premises  as  regards  structure  and  equipment,  and  to  ensure 
the  clean  handling  of  food.  Heavy  penalites  are  introduced  for 
offences  against  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  195 5 - 

The  Public  Health  Committee  requested  that  a report  on 
six  food-premises  in  the  town  be  submitted  to  them  each  month 
until  all  had  been-  inspected . Inspections  were  commenced  in 
March,  a synopsis  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  having  teen  sent 
to  the  occupiers  of  all  food-premises  beforehand.  Conditions  in 
a few  were  found  to  be  very  good,  and  complied  in  all  respects 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  5 in  some,  conditions 
were  very  tad  and  the  majority  fell  between  the  two  extremes, 
attention  being  required  to  various  matters  to  bring  them  up  to 
standard . 


SECTION  F 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified 
ty  General  Practitioners  during  the  year0.- 


Measles  - 139 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  - 6 
Food-poisoning  - 2 
Acute  Pneumonia  - 1 


Total  198 


Measles  which  was  prevalent  among  the  child-population 
of  the  town  during  the  last  four  months  of  the  year  accounted 
for  all  tut  9 of  the  notifications  received. 

Since  1952  when  there  were  115  notifications  of  measles  the 
incidence  of  the  disease  has  teen  very  low,  (14  cases  in  1953, 
none  in  195*+  and  5 in  1955)  . 

The  outbreak  took  the  following  pattern s- 

August  - 1 case 

September  - 31  cases 

October  - 131  n 
November  - 19  " 

December  - 7 " 

Boys  and  girls  were  almost  equally  affected  (97  boys, 

92  girls)  and  the  greatest  number  of  cases  occurred  in  the 
age-group  5-9  hears  (122) . There  were  62  cases  in  pre-school 
children,  and  nor.e  over  the  age  of  11  years. 

Food -Poisoning 

Two  cases  of  suspected  f ood-p 02 going  were  notified  by 
telephone  on  the  morning  of  24th  July  1956  by  a local  doctor. 

The  patients , Mr.  & Mrs.  X,  were  spending  a short  holiday  with 
friends  in  the  town  and  were  both  taken  ill,  almost  simul- 
taneously, about  1 a.m.  on  24th  July,  with  abdominal  pain  and 
severe  diarrhoea  which  continued  throughout  the  night  tut  had 
abated  by  morning. 


None  of  the  family  with  when  they  were  staying 'was  similarly 
a ff acted . 

Mr.  & Mrs.  X attributed  their  illness  to  a meal  taken 
atrs  t 1 p.m.,  on  the  23rd  at  a hotel  in  Shrewsbury.  Details 
of  what  each  had  eaten  were  obtained,  and,  of  the  items 
common  to  both,  the  sweet,  consisting  of  tinned  fruit  set  in 
jelly  (which  both  had  thought  at  the  time  tasted  ’’rather  odd1*-) 
seemed  the  most  suspect. 

This  information  was  conveyed  by  telephone  to  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Borough  of  Shrewsbury  who 
continued  the  investigations  at  the  hotel  in  question. 

Unfortunately,  a sample  of  the  sweet  could  not  be  obtained 
for  bacteriological  .examination,  as  none  remained  from  the 
previous  day. 

No  .other  similar  case  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Shrewsbury 
Public  Health  Department  nor  had  the  Manager  of  the  hotel  had  any 
complaints  from  guests  about  the  previous  da^-'s  lunch. 

The  history  of  the  two  cases  ia  very  suggestive  of 
Salmonella  food-poisoning,  and  it  ± unfortunate  that  the . 
investigations  did  not  reach  a more  satisfactory  conclusion, 
as  to  the  article  of  food  responsible  and  the  source  of 
infection. 

Tuberculosis 


The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end 
of  1956  was  as  follows s- 


Respiratory 
N on-R  e s p ir  a t or  y 


Male  Female  Total 

19  20  39 

2 5 7 
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New  Cases 


Six  new  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
during  the  year  (5  males  and  1 female)  as  compared  with  5 in 
1955-  There  were  no  new  cases  of  non-Re soir a tory  Tuberculosis , 
(1  in  1955) . 

Deaths 


One  death  due  to  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  occurred  during 
the  year . 

Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  Section  B to  the 
Imnuni sation  and  Vaccination  procedures  available  for  protection 
against  various  infectious  diseases. 

Information  and  advice  about  Diphtheria  Immunisation  and 
Smallpox  Vaccination  are  sent  to  the  parents  of  all  infants  torn 
in  the  County,  by  the  County  Health  Department.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  protection  against  these  two  diseases  should  be 
given  during  the  first  year  of  life. 


